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Open Access and Creative Commons Licenses 



Our mission is to increase open scientific 
exchange through the means of scholarly 
open access journals and conferences. 



 Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute (MDPI) 
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• Created in 1996 with journal 

Molecules 

• 123 journals 

• Fully Open Access 

• Based in Basel, branch offices in 

China 

4687 

7048 

9237 

4143 

2011 2012 2013 2014*

Papers Published 

* as of 12 May 2014 



 Our Open Access Policy 

Up to 2008 

• Free online access since 1996 

• Relying on donations until mid 2006 

• Content copyrighted by MDPI until early 2008 

Since 2008 

• Creative Commons By Attribution v3.0 (CC-BY) 

• Back issues also put under CC-BY in 2008 

• Publishing fees since 2006 

• Pure Open Access: every single publication is openly available 
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 Publishing Fees 

• Range from 0 CHF to 1,800 CHF 

• Average cost to authors per paper in 2013: 920 CHF 

• About 25% of papers published free or charge 

• MDPI funding survey in Q4 2013. How were the APCs for your 
recently published paper with MDPI funded? 
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43.5% 

20.6% 
14.7% 

24.7% 

My research institute or
university covered the

costs

I covered the costs
through private research

grants

I covered the costs from
my private funds

I covered the costs
through Government-

funded research grants or
by other means (kindly
specify the grant or the

other means)



• Established in Q4 2013: APC discounts to authors from member 
institutes 

• Authors select their institute during submission process: 

 

 

 

 

• Institute library automatically notified of new submissions 

• 27 institutes have joined to date (Unis Basel, Bern, Zürich from CH) 

• For more, see mdpi.com/about/memberships 
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 Institutional Membership Program 

http://www.mdpi.com/about/memberships
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 Funding Survey 

27.8% 

38.5% 

33.7% 

Does your institute or library 
show a preference to publish in 
open access? 

Yes

No

Don't
know

50.0% 
42.9% 

7.1% 

Does your institute financially 
support you with the cost of 
publishing open access? 

Yes

No

Don't
know

170 authors surveyed during Q4 of 2013 
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 Funding – Compliancy with Self-archiving Policies 

www.sherpa.ac.uk 
 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/
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 Funding – SNF Requirements 

www.sherpa.ac.uk 
 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/
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 Open Access Journals and Long-Term Archiving 

e-helvetica 

• Open access journals typically online-only 

• Online information lives as long as the server is connected 

• Real fear that published papers will disappear the same time the 
server of a bankrupted publisher is disconnected 

• Open Access journals have an advantage over online-only 
subscription journals – everyone can download a full copy 

• Archiving a full copy with independent service providers, for MDPI 
journals: 
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 Creative Commons Licenses 

creativecommons.org 
 

http://creativecommons.org/


• Non-profit organisation 
• Provides copyright licenses to allow sharing and retain attribution 
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 Creative Commons Licenses 

License 
 

 Concept 
 

Example 
 

CC0 Public domain PLOS (author from US) 

CC-BY Copyright stays with the author 
Reuse must credit the author 

MDPI, PLOS (author not from 
US) 

ND No derivatives GNU operating system 

SA Derivatives under the same terms Wikipedia 

NC Only non-commercial use allowed TED-talk videos 



• Globally valid 

• In line with academic author 

wishes 

• No limit to access 

• Allows others to build on your 

work 

• Conceptually simple 

• Allows large-scale data mining 

(machine readable license) 
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 Why Creative Commons Licenses? 

• Limited control over how your 

work is re-used 

• No limit to access (including 

your rivals!) 

• What does non-commercial 

mean? 

• Authors can be on their own to 

defend copyright breaches 

 

Advantages Disadvantages 



• ETHZ printed and distributed copies of journals articles, sometimes 

charging a fee 

• Under CC-BY license this would be permissible, provided the 

original source is clear 

• Not allowed if journal articles are copied and reformatted to appear 

as if from another publisher 

• Not permitted under a CC-BY-NC license 
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 ETHZ – Document Delivery Service 



Thank you. 
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