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FACULTY OF 1000 

Directory of 
recommendations of the best 
research in biology and 
medicine from a faculty of 
global experts. 

(Launched 2002) 

Open science journal for life 
scientists that offers rapid 
publication and transparent 
peer review. 
 
(Launched 2012) 

Open access repository for 
posters and slide 
presentations in biology and 
medicine that is free to view 
and deposit 
(Launched 2010) 



F1000Research is an open science journal for 
life scientists, launched in January 2013 

Key features: 

• All data included 

• Accepts all sound science 

• Publication within a week 

• Transparent, post-publication peer 
review by invited referees 

 

WHAT IS F1000RESEARCH? 



F1000Research has a prestigious international Advisory Board of more than 1300 of the 
most eminent names in biology and medicine, including the following from Switzerland: 
 

Hugues Abriel   University of Bern  
Yves Barral   ETH Zürich  
Sandra Citi   University of Geneva  
Bart Deplancke   EPFL  
Leo Eberl    University of Zürich  
Giulio Gabbiani   University of Geneva  
Max Gassmann   University of Zürich  
Thierry Girard   University of Basel  
Adrian Hehl   University of Zürich  
Christian Koerner   University of Basel  
Jan Kucera   University of Bern  
Gunther Meinlschmidt University of Basel  
Christian Münz   University of Zürich  
Carmen Sandi   EPFL 
Dominique Soldati   University of Geneva  
Anne Spang   University of Basel  
Bruno Stieger   University Hospital Zürich  
Reika Watanabe   University of Geneva  

ADVISORY BOARD 





  
CHANGES IN PEER REVIEW 



PUBLISHING AND PEER REVIEW 

• First scientific journals were not peer 
reviewed.  

• Peer review was introduced later, and 
developed as a method to select what 
is fit to print in limited available space.   

• Journals as gatekeepers.  

• Current popular system of peer review 
dates from mid-twentieth century. 

  

 



CURRENT STATE OF PEER REVIEW  
(AS REFLECTED BY A TWITTER HASHTAG) 





TYPES OF PEER REVIEW 

Time of review: 

• Before publication: mediated by each individual journal  

• Cascading review: reviews carried over to the next journal after rejection 

• Third-party review: the peer review is no longer coupled to a journal.  

• Post-publication peer review: journal publishes the article, then reviewers 
look at it. 

Transparency of review: 

• Single-blind: the reviewer knows who the authors are, but the authors don’t 
know who the reviewers are 

• Double-blind: authors and reviewers are both anonymous 

• Open peer review: all names are public. 

See: http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/publications/journals/    for examples of each  
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THE PUBLICATION PROCESS 

 

The peer review process can take months – sometimes years. 
After rejection, start over again with another journal.  
This delays publication. 
Referees are anonymous. 
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THE PUBLICATION PROCESS 

 

• F1000Research articles are published online after an in-house pre-refereeing 
check, on average, within 5 working days. 

• Peer review and revisions are carried out publicly by invited referees. 
• Articles with sufficient positive referee reports are indexed in PubMed. 

 

 
 
 



  
OPEN PEER REVIEW 



JOURNALS WITH TRANSPARENT PEER REVIEW 

2012: 
F1000Research , eLife, PeerJ, GigaScience 
   
2011 
BMJ Open   
 
2010 
EMBO journal  
 
2007 
Frontiers journals  
 
2006 
Biology Direct  
 
2001 
Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics  
 
2000 
Medical journals in the BMC series 
    
 

Variations: 
All referees are named 
Optional referee names 

Reports shown 
Editorial decision public  



BENEFITS OF TRANSPARENT REVIEW FOR AUTHORS 
AND READERS 

• Visible discussion between referees and authors (and editors) puts  paper 
in context. 

 

• Authors can demonstrate that their paper was reviewed by top people in 
their field.  

 

• Reduces bias amongst referees, and leads to more thoughtful referee 
reports. 

 

• Educational aspect of open peer review  



USING OPEN REFEREE REPORTS AS EDUCATIONAL TOOL 

http://bit.ly/OpenPeerReviewExamples 



BENEFITS FOR REVIEWERS 

 

• Demonstrate experience as reviewer   

 

• Shows reviewer’s informed opinion of the work as a peer in the field, and 
where they thought it could be improved. 

 

• Take credit for hard work 

 

 



Referees are named 

 
Referee reports and other 
comments are visible to 

anyone.  

Referee report 
metrics 

DOI for referee 
reports 



WORKING GROUP: PEER REVIEW IN ORCID 



  
POST-PUBLICATION PEER REVIEW AT F1000RESEARCH 



F1000RESEARCH ARTICLE 



F1000RESEARCH ARTICLE 



VERSIONS 
Different versions of 

the article are tracked 



REFEREE SCORES 

• Approved 

• Approved with reservations 

• Not approved 

Articles with sufficient positive evaluations are 
indexed in PubMed, Scopus, and Embase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

or 

Minimal requirements for 
indexing 



PUBMED INDEXES VERSIONS THAT PASS PEER REVIEW 



CITING F1000RESEARCH PAPERS 

• Citations to F1000Research papers point to a particular version. 

  Example citation: 

Spence J, Titov N, Johnston L et al. (2013) Internet-delivered eye movement 
desensitization and reprocessing (iEMDR): an open trial [v2; ref status: indexed, 
http://f1000r.es/zr] F1000Research 2013, 2:79 (doi: 10.12688/f1000research.2-79.v2)  

• If a paper has been updated since it was cited, and readers land on an outdated 
version of an article, a pop-up message on the article page makes readers aware 
that there is a newer version: 

 

http://f1000r.es/zr




LIVING ARTICLES 

Authors of an F1000Research paper can 
always update their paper, even after it has 
been indexed 

 

 

 

Authors responded to referee or 
community feedback and amended their 
article resulting in a new version. 

 
Authors updated the article following 
minor developments. (For example, 
papers about software can be updated 
when the software itself is updated.) 

 
 
 
 



  
GENERAL INFORMATION 



ARTICLE TYPES ACCEPTED BY F1000RESEARCH 
• Research Articles 

• Incl. Null/negative findings and replication/refutation findings 
• Data Notes 

• A dataset (or set of datasets) together with the associated 
methods/protocol 

• Case Reports  
• Method Articles  
• Clinical Practice Articles 
• Software Tools 
• Observation Articles 
• Research Notes 
• Correspondence  
• Opinion Articles 
• Study Protocols 
• Reviews  
• Systematic Reviews 
 
 



WHY PUBLISH WITH F1000RESEARCH? 

•Speed of publication 

•Post-publication peer review means your article can be published 
within a week.  

•Transparent peer review reduces bias and improves quality of 
reviews 

•Revise or update your article after publication 

•Newer versions of the paper are linked to previous versions. 

•Help the wider scientific community by sharing data 

•Get credit for a wider range of work  

•Short research articles, data articles, observations, replications, 
refutations, or negative results are hard to publish elsewhere 

 

 



Regular Discounts 
 
• 50% discount on APCs for 

referees (within 12 months 
after refereeing) 

• 20% discount for articles that 
are part of an Article 
Collection 

• 10% discount for subscribers 
(personal or via institute) to 
F1000Prime 

• Discount on pre-paid APC 
bundles (e.g. for institution) 

• HINARI/AGORA waivers for 
low-income countries 

 

ARTICLE PROCESSING CHARGES 

Article type APC 

Data Notes; Case Reports; 
Correspondence US $250 

Clinical Practice Articles; Software 
Tools; Observation Articles; 

Opinion Articles; Research Notes 
US $500 

Research Articles; Method 
Articles; Study Protocols; 

Reviews; Systematic Reviews 
US $1000 



  
F1000RESEARCH  

 
 

All papers about science 
communication, science publishing 

and science education are free to 
publish throughout 2014. 
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